
Bird Middle School 
Summer Reading List 2018 

  
Bird Middle School students are required to read a minimum of two books during the 
summer. All students have one required title based on their grade level (see directly 
below) and one book of their choice from the list of twenty-five titles. 

Required Reading TItles 

Students Entering 6th Grade Refugee by Alan Gratz 

 

Students Entering 7th Grade Lucy & Andy Neanderthal (Book #1) by 
Jeffrey Brown  

 

Students Entering 8th Grade  Mark of the Thief (Book #1) by Jennifer 
A. Nielsen 

 
 
You are encouraged to take notes while reading your required grade level book. A 
Note-taking Guide and a Chapter Summary sheet are available on our website to help 
you organize your thoughts. The Social Studies department teachers will have an 
assessment or assignment for you shortly after you start school in September. If you 
have read the book and taken a few notes, you should be able to successfully complete 
the assignment. 
 

Summer Reading Activities for Choice Book 
Please read one book from the list of twenty-five Summer Reading titles below. Then 
complete one of the following activities. 

 
1. Write a short book review (2,000 characters max.). Provide a brief summary of 

the plot without giving away the ending. Include a favorite quote from the book 
(cite the page number) and what you enjoyed about this title. Click here to learn 
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http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3008510/File/Migration/sr-notetakingguide.pdf
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how to post your review in Destiny Discover. Your book review may be 
published on the BMS Destiny Discover online catalog. 

 
2. Compose a Tweet. Draft a Tweet promoting the book you have read. Tweets 

contain up to 280 characters. Be sure to include the title, author, a very short 
description without giving the plot away. Writing a short review is harder than you 
think! Incorporate at least one hashtag # or the author’s handle. A hashtag is 
used in front of a keyword or phrase and helps categorize the tweet during a 
search. You can email the draft of your tweet to Mrs. O’Malley at 
aomalley@walpole.k12.ma.us or hand it in to the Media Center the first two 
weeks of school. Your tweet may be used on the BMS Media website! 

 
3. Design a promotional book poster. Draw a picture of the book cover or an 

important scene/element from the book. Make it look like a movie poster. At the 
top list the title and author. Include a quote from you about why you liked the 
book and why others should read it too. At the bottom include an exciting plot 
description without giving away the ending. Your promotional book poster may 
be hung in the Media Center or school hallway! 

 
Summer Reading Titles  

In addition to the required reading, at least one of the following titles is recommended. 

 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (Realistic Fiction, Sports, Verse, 
237 pages) 
“Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with 
highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his declining 
health.” —from Follett 

 

Stubby the War Dog: the True Story of World War I’s Bravest Dog 
by Ann Bausum (Nonfiction, Dog, History, 72 pages) 
“Relates the story of Sergeant Stubby, a Boston bull terrier who served 
in World War I.” —from Follett 

 

The School Story by Andrew Clements (Realistic Fiction, 196 pages) 
“After twelve-year-old Natalie writes a wonderful novel, her friend Zoe 
helps her devise a scheme to get it accepted at the publishing house 
where Natalie's mother works as an editor.” —from Follett 
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The Watsons Go to Birmingham–1963: a novel by Christopher 
Paul Curtis (Historical Fiction, Civil Rights, 210 pages) 
“The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an 
African-American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically 
changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 
1963.” —from Follett 

 

Flora and Ulysses: the Illuminated Adventures by Katie DiCamillo 
(Fiction, Fantasy, 231 pages) 
“A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was 
saved by Flora after he was involved in an incident with a vacuum 
cleaner, team up to use Ulysses' superpowers to conquer villains and 
protect the weak.” —from Follett 

 

The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake (Realistic Fiction, 171 pages) 
“Thirteen-year-old Maleeka Madison, insecure about her very dark skin, 
rejects the support of a new teacher, Miss Saunders, whose skin looks 
blotchy because of a rare medical condition--but soon Maleeka begins 
to see that Miss Saunders could be a role model, and that she must 
learn to love herself and accept love from others.” —from Follett 

 

Death by Toilet Paper by Donna Gephart (Realistic Fiction, Humor, 
265 pages) 
“Contest-crazed twelve-year-old Ben uses his wits and way with words 
in hopes of winning a prize that will keep his family from being evicted 
until his mother can pass her final CPA examination.” —from Follett 

 

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library (Mr. Lemoncello series, 
Book #1) by Chris Grabenstein (Fiction, Adventure, Humor, Mystery, 
290 pages) 
"Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, 
designed by his hero (the famous game maker Luigi Lemoncello), with 
other students but finds that come morning he must work with friends to 
solve puzzles in order to escape"—Provided by publisher. 

 

Real Friends by Shannon Hale (Graphic Novel, Memoir, 207 pages) 
“The graphic memoir of Shannon Hale in which she reflects on her 
childhood friendships.” —from Follett 
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Everything on a Waffle by Polly Hovarth (Fiction, Humor, 154 pages) 
“Eleven-year-old Primrose, who lives in a small fishing village in British 
Columbia, recounts her experiences and all that she learns about 
human nature and the unpredictability of life in the months after her 
parents are lost at sea.” —from Follett 

 

Swindle (Swindle series Book #1) by Gordon Korman (Crime Fiction, 
Action & Adventure, 252 pages) 
“After unscrupulous collector S. Wendell Palomino cons him out of a 
valuable baseball card, sixth-grader Griffin Bing puts together a band of 
misfits to break into Palomino's heavily guarded store and steal the 
card back, planning to use the money to finance his father's failing 
invention, the Smart Pick fruit picker.”  —from Follett 

 

Athlete vs. Mathlete (Athlete vs. Mathlete series, Book #1) by W.C. 
Mack (Realistic Fiction, Sports, 198 pages) 
“When their two worlds collide in seventh grade, fraternal twins and 
opposites Owen and Russell find themselves in direct competition at 
school, on the court, and at home.” —from Follett  

 

Rain Reign by Ann. M. Martin (Realistic Fiction, 226 pages) 
"Struggling with Asperger's syndrome, Rose shares a bond with her 
beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, Rose is 
forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means 
leaving her routines in order to search for her pet."—OCLC 

 

Middle School the Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson 
(Realistic Fiction, 281 pages) 
“When Rafe Kane enters middle school, he teams up with his best 
friend, "Leo the Silent," to create a game to make school more fun by 
trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct.” —from 
Follett  

 

A Long Way from Chicago: a Novel in Stories by Richard Peck 
(Historical Fiction, Great Depression, 148 pages)  
“A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister 
during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother.” 
—from Follett  

 

The Someday Birds by Sally Pla  
(Realistic Fiction, 327 pages) 
“Charlie, twelve, who has autism and obsessive compulsive disorder, 
must endure a cross-country trip with his siblings and a strange 
babysitter to visit their father, who will undergo brain surgery.” —from 
Follett  
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Ghost (Track series, Book #1) by Jason Reynolds 
(Realistic Fiction, Sports, 181 pages) 
"Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an 
elite middle school track team. He must stay on track, literally and 
figuratively, to reach his full potential"--Provided by publisher. 

 

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
(Realistic Fiction, 378 pages) 
“Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out 
how to connect with other people and find a surrogate family for herself 
after her parents are killed in a car accident.”  —from Follett  

 

Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
(Realistic Fiction, 273 pages) 
“Steven tries to deal with his complicated emotions when his brother is 
diagnosed with leukemia, and struggles with his school life and his 
desire to support his family.” —from Follett  

 

Taking Sides by Gary Soto 
(Realistic Fiction, Sports, 237 pages) 
“Fourteen-year-old Lincoln Mendoza, an aspiring basketball player, 
must come to terms with his divided loyalties when he moves from the 
Hispanic inner city to a white suburban neighborhood.”  —from Follett  

 

Maniac Magee: a novel by Jerry Spinelli 
(Realistic Fiction, 184 pages) 
“After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, 
as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his 
contemporaries.”  —from Follett  

 

Candy Bomber: the Story of the Berlin Airlift’s “Chocolate Pilot” 
by Michael O. Tunnell 
(Nonfiction, World War II, 110 pages) 
“Describes the efforts of US Air Force Lieutenant Gail Halvorsen to aid 
the children in Russian-blockaded West Berlin by dropping packages 
filled with candy from the air.” —from Follett  

 

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 
(Realistic Fiction, Sports, 336 pages) 
“When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an 
amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and her track 
team finds a way to help rekindle her dream of running again.” —from 
Follett  
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Paperboy by Vince Vawter 
(Historical Fiction, 1959 Memphis, 224 pages) 
“When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route in 
July, 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating stutter makes for a memorable 
month.” —from Follett  

 

Save Me A Seat by Sarah Weeks 
(Realistic Fiction, 216 pages) 
“Ravi has just moved to the United States from India; Joe has lived in 
the same town his whole life--but when their lives intersect in the first 
week of fifth grade they are brought together by a common enemy (the 
biggest bully in their class) and the need to take control of their lives.” 
—from Follett  

 
All book images and descriptions from Follett’s Titlewave. 
“Follett Titlewave®.” TITLEWAVE | Follett School Solutions, www.titlewave.com/.  
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